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FCC Lifts Repeater Moratorium! 


The FCC has issued an Order which 
rescinds the moratorium on new repeater 
operation which was imposed by the NPRM 
(Notice of Proposed Rulemaking) in PR 
Docket 85-22. The moratorium had been 
imposed to "forestall a growing number of 
amateur repeater interference complaints." 
For details on the moratorium and the ori- 
ginal NPRM, see Volume 4 Number 3 of The 
ARRL Letter. The ARRL filed a Petition 
for Partial Reconsideration in this pro- 
ceeding, asking the Commission to lift the 
moratorium, and pointing out that repeater 
operation is permitted by Part 97, and 
that a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking could 
not in and of itself modify an existing 
rule. More details on the Petition 
appeared in Volume 4 Number 4 of The 
Letter. ces 

In addition to the ARRL Petition, the 
Tri-State Amateur Repeater Council (TSARC) 
filed a Petition recommending that the 
moratorium be lifted for all bands except 
the two-meter band. The original mora- 
torium applied to all repeaters in metro- 
politan areas, including "digipeaters." 

The Order was adopted February 15, 
and released February 21. The Commission 
states "Filings by the American Radio 
Relay League (ARRL) and by the Tri-State 
Amateur Repeater Council (TSARC) raise 
serious difficulties with the imposition 
of the moratorium, including financial 
hardship to those with repeater construc- 
tion in process. The problems persuade us 
to rescind the moratorium. Instead we 
will seek a permanent solution to repeater 
problems in this proceeding. We request 
substantive comment on all issues relevant 
to solving questions of interference and 

-congestion by and to stations in repeater 
operation." 

This request for comments on ways to 


solve repeater-to-repeater interference 
problems has been the important feature of 
the NPRM all along. The FCC stated that 
the NPRM had its origin in the fact that 
the number of repeater-to-repeater inter- 
ference complaints in 1984 was more than 
three times the number recorded in 1983. 
The original NPRM stated "we seek comment 
on whether we should require an amateur 
operator to seek the recommendation of a 
local frequency coordinator for the input 
and output frequencies of any repeater 
located within a Consolidated Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (CMSA) or a Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA)...We also request 
comments on whether we should consider 
alternative methods of frequency coor- 
dination. Additionally, we seek comment 
on whether the voluntary or required use 
of modern technological innovations (such 
as the use of narrow-band technologies, 
ACSB, or tone-operated squelch techniques) 
is a more appropriate solution...than the 
proposed solution. Comments are also 
sought with regard to whether the FCC 
should recognize a single national fre- 
quency coordinator for the Amateur Radio 
Service." 

The FCC .has recognized the repeater- 
to-repeater interference problem, and 
asked for input from the amateur community 
on ways to solve it. We all have a chance 
to help shape future policy on this issue, 
Formal comment requires the filing of an 
original and five copies, but a single 
copy may be considered’ informally. 
Comments are due by July 1, 1985, reply 
comments by September 30, 1985. Copies of 
the original NPRM, the ARRL Petition for 
Partial Reconsideration and the Order 
rescinding the moratorium may be obtained 
from ARRL Hq. by sending a large s.a.s.e 
with 73 cents postage affixed. 
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: raffic. — For the purpose of this subsec- 
Deaton ‘car telephone' means a device which 
7s attached to a vehicle and in which 
sound is converted into electrical 
impulses for transmission without a wire 
and includes citizen band radios or other 
similar mobile radios." 

The bill would also ~~ prohibit 
Operating a motor vehicle equipped with a 
television receiver which is visible to 
the driver. 

The proposed legislation would not 
apply to authorized emergency vehicles, 
vehicles operated by an employee of "a 
political subdivision" of the state or 
vehicles operated outside the boundaries 
of an incorporated city or town. 


RESIDENTS FILE PETITION CONCERNING 

PROPOSED HIGH-VOLTAGE TRANSMISSION LINES 
Concerned residents of Avra Valley, 
Arizona, have filed a petition with the 
Regional Environmental Officer of the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation concerning’ the 
Tucson Aqueduct project. The petition 
asks for a review of the Environmental 
Impact Statement filed in the project, and 
states "It is our considered opinion that 
the construction and particularly, the 
Operation of the pumping stations and 
associated high voltage transmission lines 
will create a serious environmental impact 
in regard to the reception of television, 
radio and other forms of radio frequency 
Signals...We believe that introduction of 
- the 115 Kilovolt power transmission lines 
as well as the pumping stations, will 
create enough electrical interference in 
this environment to impair, if not 
“preclude, the reception of television and 
radio signals...Furthermore, the most 
significant of our concerns is in regard 
to the possibility of a detrimental impact 
on public service radio reception and 
transmi ion...Any interference to the 
commun i is systems, Such sas, 
“interference which = ff 
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caused by pumping stations and high 
voltage transmission lines, could result 
in the loss of property or lives since the 
residents of Avra valley depend on these 
organizations for fire, police and medical 
services." 

The residents of Avra Valley ask 
"that an in-depth study be completed to 
establish the levels of electrical inter- 
ference which would be created by intro- 
duction of the Tucson Aqueduct Phase B 
pumping stations and their associated 
power transmission lines. Further, we ask 
that the study describe the possible 
impact which interference would have on 
each of the radio and television services 
mentioned above and that the study offer 
methods of mitigating any possible inter- 
ference to these services." 

A copy of the petition was also sent 
to the FCC, with a request that’ the 
Commission open a file on the matter. 


ANOTHER "DOMINO" GOES TO 20 kHz 

At a meeting in Arlington, Texas on 
February 16, members of the Texas VHF FM 
Society voted 87-11 in favor of adopting 
the Pacific Northwest 20 kHz band plan for 
2 meter repeaters. For more information 
on the recent decision by Michigan to 
adopt the 20 kHz band plan, see Volume 4 


Number 3. 


SLIDES NEEDED FOR PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Photographers. and Club historians - 
your help is needed in assembling a slide 
show to explain Amateur Radio to police 
departments and other public service agen- 
cies. If you have recent color slides of 
hams in action, please send copies to 


Stephen Mendelsohn, — WA2DHF, Public 
Relations Advisory Committee Board 
Liaison, PO Box 444, Little | arenny, NJ 
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FCC CENSURE-Y CLUB 

Eugene Sykes, W400 - on February 15, 
1965 / a jury in the U.S District Court 
for. the Southern District of Florida 
returned a verdict against Eugene C. Sykes 
in the case of U.S. vs. Eugene C. Sykes. 
The U.S. had brought suit against Sykes to 
collect a fine of $550 imposed by the 
FCC for excessive power operation in the 
Amateur Novice bands. 

Sykes, W400, an Extra Class Amateur, 
was Caught operating on a Novice frequency 
with excessive power by Commission person- 
nel on May 27, 1982. The FCC monitored 
him because of complaints that he had been 
causing malicious interference to another 
Amateur operator. Engineers from _ the 
Miami field office and the Ft. Lauderdale 
monitoring station found that Sykes was 
operating with more than 540 watts on a 
frequency limited to 250 watts. As a 
result, the Commission imposed a $550 fine 
for his willful violation of Section 97.67 
of the Amateur Rules. Sykes refused to 
pay, and the Commission referred the 
matter to the U.S. Attorney for the 
Southern District of Florida to file suit 
to collect the fine. 

Jerry R. Dyke, WD8LEU - the Houston 
office of the FCC has fined three Houston- 
area individuals for using excessive power 
and unauthorized frequencies. Jerry R. 
Dyke, WD8LEU, of Spring, Texas, was fined 
$2,000 for using 25,000 watts of 
transmitter power. Harris E. Maulden and 
Arthur A. <Partain, tboth «of Pearland, 
Texas, were fined $2,000 each _ for 
unlicensed operation on Amateur Radio fre- 
quencies. 


CORDLESS PHONE COMPANIES RECEIVE FINES 

Three distributors of cordless 
telephones have been fined $2000 each for 
repeated sale of telephones that fail to 
meet the FCC's radiated power limitation. 
Based on measurements taken by the Office 
of Science and Technology, the Field 
Operations Bureau has sent Notices of 
Apparent Liability for Monetary Forfeiture 
to TAD Avanti, Dynascan and Uniden. 

The staff of OST's Sampling and 
Measurements Branch is continuing to test 
cordless phones and other devices in order 
to determine whether equipment, once 
approved for marketing, continues to 
comply with the technical standards 


WASHINGTON TAXI DRIVERS CAUGHT WITH 
ILLEGAL CB AMPLIFIERS 


In a January 7 Public Notice, the FCC 


announced that three Washington DC taxi 
drivers were fined for using illegal 
linear amplifiers with their Citizen's 
Band equipment. The Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) had complained to the 
Commission that taxi drivers serving 
Washington National Airport were causing 
interference to aircraft communications. 
The interference occurred when taxis near 
the airport illegally used linear ampli- 
fiers with their CB radios. The FCC 
recently inspected the radio equipment of 
all taxis coming through the airport, and 
several taxis were found to have ampli- 
fiers illegally attached to their CB 
radios. Three drivers were fined $300 
each for the illegal installations. 

The FCC considers this interference 
problem, which has raised safety-of-life 
concerns, a high priority matter. The 
Commission will continue to conduct taxi 
inspections at Washington National 
Airport. 


NARTE EXPANDS TECHNICIAN CERTIFICATION 


PROGRAM 


The National Association of Radio and 
Telecommunications Engineers, Inc. (NARTE) 
has announced the expansion of _ its 
technician/engineer testing program, 
designed to replace and modernize _ the 
program for the Private Radio Services 
formerly administered by the FCC. 

Under NARTE's Grandfather Rules, 
technicians and engineers who hold licen- 
ses issued by the FCC may apply for NARTE 
certification without examination. 
Persons wishing to take advantage of these 
provisions must file applications before 
December 31, 1985. NARTE also offers a 
basic examination for persons seeking cer- 
tification as entry level radio telecom- 
munications technicians. 

On November 1, 1984, Chemetka College 
of Salem, Oregon, became the first college 
to join with NARTE in offering approved 
testing and certification. NARTE is 
currently negotiating to expand. its 
testing capabilities to almost 400 
vocational/technical colleges nationwide. 


throughout its manufacturing period. 
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“Goddard Space ay: Center in 
( belt, Maryland, retransmits live 
space Shuttle audio. Coverage begins 
within the hour before liftoff, and con- 
tinues through the flight and until about 
an hour after landing. WA3NAN will not be 
on the air during astronaut’ sleep 
periods. 

The following frequencies are used: 
3860, 7185 and 14295 kHz SSB. Washington 
DC area listeners may also monitor 147.45 
MHz FM. 

WA3NAN operates under a blanket waiver 
of Section 97.113 issued by the FCC for 
the duration of all Space Shuttle flights 
(see "Happenings," November 1983 QST for 
details on the waiver.) 


QSL BUREAU REMINDER 

Did you remember to send your 
incoming QSL Bureau extra postage or 
mailing credits to cover the increase in 
postage rates? The new rates, effective 
February 17, 1985, raise the cost of the 
first ounce to 22¢. Each additional ounce 
1S. 17t2 


RECIPROCAL PERMITS 

If you are planning a vacation abroad 
this summer, now is the time to start 
thinking about applying for a reciprocal 
operating permit for the country (or 
countries) you plan to visit. Processing 
the paperwork takes time, so it's never 
too early to get things rolling. For more 
information on applying for a reciprocal] 
permit, write to the Information Services 
Department at ARRL Hq. Please enclose an 
S.a.S.e., and let us know which countries 
you want information on. Here is a 
current list of countries with which the 
U.S. has reciprocal operating agreements: 


(V2. Antigua) F France PJ Neth. Antilles 
LU Argentina DL F.R. Germany ZL New Zealand 

VK Australia SV Greece YN Nicaragua 

OE Austria J3 Grenada LA Norway 

C6 Bahamas TG Guatemala HP Panama 

8P Barbados 8R Guyana ZP Paraguay 

ON Belgium HH Haiti OA Peru 

V3 Belize HR Honduras DU Philippines 
CP Bolivia wus Iceland cT Portugal 

A2 Botswana VU India J6 St. Lucia 

PY Brazil YB Indonesia 9L Sierra Leone 
VE Canada BI Ireland H4 Solomon Islands 
CE Chile 4x Israel EA Spain 

HK Colombia I Italy PZ Suriname 

ued Costa Rica 6Y Jamaica SM Sweden 

oz Denmark JY Jordan HB Switzerland 

HI Dominican Rep. T3 Kiribati OY Trinidad 

(J? Comm. Dominica) 9K Kuwait T2 Tuvalu 

HC Ecuador EL Liberia G United Kingdom 
XS. El Salvador LX Luxembourg Cx Uruguay 

3D2 Fiji 3A Monaco YV Venezuela 

OH Finland PA Netherlands YU Yugoslavia 
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NAVASSA DXPEDITION 

The Navassa DXpedition will be held 
April 3 through April 9. The group is 
planning to leave April 3 from Kingston, 
Jamaica on HIGH ISLE, a 78 foot fishing 
boat, and should be on the air by 1800 UTC 
April 4. The /KP1 stations will be on the 
air for 96 hours. Three stations will be 
on the air, using two beams and two ver- 
ticals, with long wire antennas for the 
low bands. One station will be on CW, 
operated by 6Y5HN, 6Y5FS, G3RFS and K2SG 
on 8 hour shifts. The other two stations 
will be on SSB, operated by 6Y5NR, 6Y5IC, 
6Y5KC, KP2A, N2EDF and 6Y5CA on 8 hour 
snitts. 

This is a privately funded operation, 
aiming to give as many contacts as 
possible to eager DXers and trying to 
exceed the magic number of 33,552 contacts 
set by the previous DXpedition to Navassa. 


VOLUNTEER EXAMINER DOCKET CORRECTED 

In Volume 4 Number 3, we told you 
about PR Docket 85-21, the NPRM proposing 
to eliminate the required waiting period 
for amateur license examinations adminis- 
tered under the VE program. The comment 
deadline for this Docket has _ been 
corrected by the FCC. Comments in this 


- proceeding are due by April 8, 1985, reply 


comments by May 10, 1985. 


hd ING Fcc 
This data is based on results received st the FCC's Gettysburg office as 
of January 31, 1985. Because of processing time, this data is from test 
sessions that occurred from approximately mid-December to mid-January. 


VEC SESSIONS ELEMENTS 

ORGANIZATION COMPLETED GIVEN NOTES 

ARRL/VEC 143 3480 — (66% of all test activity nationwide) 
W5YI (4,5,6,8,9) 14 460 — (14% of activity in areas 4,5,6,8,9) 
DeVRY (S-land) 16 250 — (49% of 9-land activity) 

CENT .ALABAMA 14 339 — (33% of 4-land activity) 

METROPLEX 4 143 — (33% of 2-land activity) 

BEARS (7-land) 5 79 — (24% of 7-land activity) 

SUNNYVALE CALIF. 4 78 — *(see note below) 

DARA (8-land) 2 71 — (program now merged with ARRL) 
GREATER LOS ANGELES 6 50 — *(see note below) 

wW.CAROLINA 2 41 

SAN DIEGO ARC 4 37 — * -INOTE: 

SCHENECTADY 4 34 | SUNNYVALE, GLAARG, AND SANDARC: | 
- TRIAD (N.Caroltina) 1 31 | the combined activity of these | 
KOOLAU 4 21 | three VECs accounts for 22% of | 
PHD (Missouri) 4 1 | the testing activity in 6-land. | 
ANCHORAGE ALASKA 41 6 

219 5131 


VEC ORGANIZATIONS WITH NO ACTIVITY REPORTED in THIS PERIOD 
Adirondack Honolulu Mid-South 
Charlotte Laurel Milwaukee 
Dallas MARS Mountain 
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